ISAIAH 5

Now let me sing to my Well-beloved
a song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard:
My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.
1

He dug it up and cleared out its stones,
and planted it with the choicest vine.
He built a tower in its midst,
and also made a winepress in it;
so He expected it to bring forth good grapes,
but it brought forth wild grapes.
3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please,
between Me and My vineyard.
4 What more could have been done to My vineyard
that I have not done in it?
Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes,
did it bring forth wild grapes?
5 And now, please let Me tell you
what I will do to My vineyard:
I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned;
and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will lay it waste;
it shall not be pruned or dug,
but there shall come up briers and thorns.
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain on it.”
7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are His pleasant plant.
He looked for justice, but behold, oppression;
for righteousness, but behold, a cry for help
2

MATTHEW 23 29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments
of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’
guilt. 33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of
hell? 34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some
of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 that on you may come all the
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple
and the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this
generation.
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your
house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till
you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

PARABLES OF THE VINEYARD WORKERS
MATTHEW 21 23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”

24 But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which
if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things: 25 The
baptism of John — where was it from? From heaven or from men?”
And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’
we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered
Jesus and said, “We do not know.”
And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these
things.
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and
said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’
but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and
said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots
enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe
him.
33 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower.
And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34 Now when
vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they
might receive its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one,
killed one, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the
first, and they did likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son,
they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize
his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed
him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those vinedressers?”
41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease
his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their
seasons.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? PSALM 118:22-23
43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and
given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will
be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”
45 Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they
perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands
on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.

PARABLES OF THE VINEYARD WORKERS

By warning, Jesus calls them to brokenness.

The Value of Repentance and Obedience

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? PSALM 118:22-23
43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given
to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

The leaders’ questions revealed their hearts.
MATTHEW 21

23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said,
“By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”

Jesus’ response exposed their unbelief & fear.
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24 But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you
tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things: 25 The baptism
of John — where was it from? From heaven or from men?”
And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count
John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.”
And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

His first parable confronts words without works.
“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and
said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’
but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said
likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the
two did the will of his father?”
They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the
kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.
28

The second tells their history and the future.
“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And
he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34 Now when vintagetime drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive
its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and
stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did
likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’
39 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
vinedressers?”
41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease
his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their
seasons.”
33

42

Being warned, they reject life’s greatest offer.
45 Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they
perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands
on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.

AFTER THE PRIESTS & ELDERS, HE WARNS THE SCRIBES & PHARISEES
MATTHEW 23 29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments
of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’
guilt. 33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of
hell? 34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some
of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 that on you may come all the
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, (2 CHRONICLES 24:20-21) whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all
these things will come upon this generation.
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your
house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till
you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

DOES THIS CONCLUDE THE JEWS AND GOD? SEE ROMANS 11

In light of these parables, while under Jesus’ authority
- remembering ROMANS 11 - how is my….

•
•
•
•

Thinking?
Believing?
Fearing?
Speaking?

•
•
•
•

Obeying?
Resisting?
Yielding?
Focusing?

ROMANS 11

I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin. 2 God has not cast away His people whom He
foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah,
how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 3 “Lord, they
have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone
am left, and they seek my life”? 4 But what does the divine
response say to him? “I have reserved for Myself seven
thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 Even
so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the
election of grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works,
it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.
7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the
elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is
written:
“God has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should
not see and ears that they should not hear, to this very day.”
9 And David says:
PSALM 69:22-23
“Let their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a recompense to them.
10 Let their eyes be darkened,
so that they do not see, and bow down their back always.”
11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall?
Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy,
salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches
for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much
more their fullness!
13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may
provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of
them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the
world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the
root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the
branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were
grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the
root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the
branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not
support the root, but the root supports you.
1

You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be
grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken
off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For
if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare
you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of
God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if
you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut
off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you
were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were
grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much
more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree?
25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of
this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that
blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is
written:
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion,
and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;
27 For this is My covenant with them,
when I take away their sins.”
28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but
concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the
fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now
obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these
also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown
you they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed
them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
His ways past finding out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has become His counselor?”
35 “Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to
him?”
36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to
whom be glory forever. Amen.
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PARABLES OF THE VINEYARD WORKERS

By warning, Jesus calls them

The Value of Repentance and Obedience

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? PSALM 118:22-23
43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given
to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

The leaders’ questions revealed
MATTHEW 21

.

Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said,
“By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”
23

Jesus’ response exposed their
21

.

But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you
tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things: 25 The baptism
of John — where was it from? From heaven or from men?”
And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count
John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.”
And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.
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His first parable confronts

.

“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and
said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’
but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said
likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the
two did the will of his father?”
They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the
kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.
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The second tells their

.

“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And
he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34 Now when vintagetime drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive
its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and
stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did
likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’
39 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
vinedressers?”
41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease
his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their
seasons.”
33

.
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Being warned, they reject

.

Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they
perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands
on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.
45

AFTER THE PRIESTS & ELDERS, HE WARNS THE SCRIBES & PHARISEES
MATTHEW 23 29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments
of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’
guilt. 33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of
hell? 34 Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some
of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 that on you may come all the
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, (2 CHRONICLES 24:20-21) whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all
these things will come upon this generation.
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your
house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till
you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

APPLICATION TIME

In light of these parables, while under Jesus’ authority
- remembering ROMANS 11 - how is my….

•
•
•
•

Thinking?
Believing?
Fearing?
Speaking?

•
•
•
•

Obeying?
Resisting?
Yielding?
Focusing?

